Pakistan had not returned to Aligarh. But those who
were in the college had decided that they would like
silently to do whatever they could to promote communal
harmony. The best way his visitor suggested was for
some of them to go to the Hindu and Sikh refugee
camps and distribute blankets etc. among the refugees.
Gandhiji, while he appreciated the desire to serve their
Hindu and Sikh brethren, said that that kind of aid
was unnecessary at the present stage. It was likely to
fall flat. What he advised was that the students should
go to Pakistan and ask the Muslims why the Hindus
and Sikhs had left their homes. They should also induce
those whom it concerned to go to the refugees and ask
them to return to their homes as he expected the Hindus
and Sikhs to do likewise for the Muslim evacuees. As
a general rule nobody would care to leave his home with-
out just cause. In Gandhiji's opinion peace between
the two was not possible without this restoration.
EVIL OF TIGKETLESS TRAVELLING
Gandhiji next referred to ticketless travel which
had become a common disease these days. People evi-
dently thought that under independence travelling by
trains or buses was free for all. As a result of ticketless
travel Government had already incurred a loss of nearly
eight crores of rupees. Who was to bear the loss? Over
and above this there was the problem of feeding and
clothing of lakhs of refugees. India was not so rich as
to bear this heavy burden. If things like these continued,
India would be ruined. If the railway earnings ran into
crores, it was equally true that the expenses of running
trains were no less heavy. If, therefore, such things
continued much longer, stark ruin faced India. He
had heard that things in Pakistan were no better.
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